Dear Paul, 


9/24/77 


% health imposes limitiations , especially of time and this is not one of my 
better days so I respond briefly to your undated letter here today. 

Of the committee people I know Donovan Gay is one of the two better ones and I've 
heard they fired theother one. Donovan does not have hiring and firing power. If he did 
there are* others who would have been hired for research jobs. My belief is that they 
have all in that department the budget permits but I'm not sure. 

1 hon’t know where your information comes from but some is wild. The Virginians 
did no o oust*’ Downing* JJ ong before he had decided to leave Congress for a different 
XDt* e » one that would gave him some time with his family. He announced it and I thought 
everyone knew it. Jhis was long back in the previous session. 

j. did not think Downing was a dope because he was 50 years old. He in fact is much 
older. However, his record on this subject is not one that would make a responsible man 
proud. Especially being taken with the nits and fakers lik e Morrow. 

What do you know about the King assassination investigation that mak es you think- 
i^ it, oeing done quite well, the way you put it? I ! d sure like to know sokething those 
characters have done that was other than disasterous. 

As I told everyone who would listen these people and their approach was the best 
sho> - or a new cover&p aga^the delayed possibility about doing anything about the 
assassins, tion. Tney are aao. have been utterly uni actual and as irresponsible. This 
does, as I also felt all along, limit what can be done or even expected now. 


Sincerely, 



